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STaB is published by the Parochial Church Council and delivered free of charge to
every home in Stratford Tony and Bishopstone. We hope you find it interesting and
informative. Donations towards publication costs are always welcome.
Donations should be made payable to Bishopstone Parochial Church Council and
sent to: The Treasurer, Bishopstone PCC, Ebble Cottage, Mill Lane, Bishopstone,
SP5 4BG. Please state on a cover note that it is for STaB.

The views in this magazine are not necessarily those of the PCC.

Editor: Kate Pendlenton: 780655
Email: teamstab2019@gmail.com

Advertising
Robert Pendlenton: 780655

E.mail: stabads@outlook.com

Any articles for inclusion are to be submitted by 5pm on the 20th of the month
to appear in the next issue - unless the magazine is already full.

The editors reserve the right to edit all contributions.

Bishopstone Village Website
www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk

The village website carries a wealth of useful information about Bishopstone.
Everything from the practical, such as street and footpath maps, the local weather
forecast and service announcements, to full details of what's on in the village.
There are pages devoted to the church, the Village Hall, amenities and services,
including local organisations and shops. There are even digital copies of this
magazine.

If you want to have any information included on the website please contact:
Mike Ash (mash@btinternet.com)

A warm welcome to Bishopstone and Stratford Tony...
Welcome to Sophie, Nat and their 2 sons who have moved into Pitts Lane.

Please let us know if you know of anyone who moves into Bishopstone or Stratford
Tony - or indeed if you yourself have recently moved in, please do introduce
yourselves! - so that we can offer them/you a welcome in STaB.
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Jesus Christ is Risen today! Alleluia!

It's not long since we pronounced this amazing statement in church on Easter
morning... and in the churches calendar we are still in Eastertide... it didn’t end on
Easter Sunday, but will continue until Pentecost when we celebrate the coming of
the Holy Spirit on the disciples and on all those gathered in Jerusalem giving them
the authority and strength to pronounce the Good News of the risen Christ.

It seems such a short time since we were celebrating Christmas and yet we have
journeyed through Lent; through the joy and Hosannas of Palm Sunday, the
intimacy of Maundy Thursday, the route to the cross on Good Friday and the
amazing revelation of the empty tomb on Easter Day.

And where do we find ourselves now? We are in the merry month of May. Atime
when we celebrate new life. A time when we see blossom on the trees. Atime
when spring is in the air. A time when we think about shedding the winter layers and
embracing the first rays of summer.

| love this time of year, the new leaves on the trees in their brightest green, the birds
building their nests, the extended days of daylight, the start of a new school term.
It all speaks of new beginnings.

So my challenge to you is this — what are you going to do differently this spring?
What new opportunities are you going to take? How are you going to embrace the
Spring season. How are you going to recognise the joy of the risen Christ in your
life this Eastertide?

Chalke Valley Team Ministry - Parish of Bishopstone and Stratford Tony

Team Rector, with responsibility for Bishopstone and Stratford Tony:
Ruth Howlett Shipley 01722 697022

Church Warden: Sarah Seal 01722 780305

Team Administrator: Emily Broomhead 07890 262376

thechalkevalleychurches@gmail.com

If there are any problems with the delivery of STaB please contact Sue Porter on
porteritotalserve@gmail.com or 01722 780459.
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NATIONAL LOTTERY HERITAGE FUNDING FOR THE REPAIR TO THE ROOF
Sy OF THE NORTH TRANSEPT OF OUR CHURCH

Fund

Hu{é MAY 2026 UPDATE - WORK HAS BEGUN 't"‘i

As you will have seen, scaffolding has been around the church for several weeks, a
weatherproof cover is over the roof of the North Transept and scaffolders and
builders have been busy on site.

We are glad to be able to report that, after the first formal site meeting was held in
the church on 14 April with the builders, architect, project manager and the Bid
Team, the project is to time, to cost and to specification. These are the critical
metrics against which any project should be judged.

The inside of the North Transept has also been fully scaffolded so that the church,
both inside and out, is a construction site.

So what else has happened?
The lead has been removed from the roof of the North Transept and taken away.

Inspection of the roof of the transept, now the lead has been removed, has
revealed significant distortion of the trusses with a drop in several trusses of up to 5
inches (12.7cms). This means that the roof trusses all need extensive repair and
very significant strengthening, as per our costed plan.

All of this preliminary work has allowed an inspection of the internal ceiling of the
transept to be carried out and the good news that it is in good order so that no
removal/replacement of the ceiling is needed - excellent news for the project team
and for project costs! The additional bonus could be that the project may take less
time then anticipated - watch this space... as we have only just begun.

We have also received the first payment, 50% of our grant funding, from the
National Lottery Heritage Fund. This will mean that the first stage payment to the

builders should occur within days.

As a side issue the Bid Team have already held meeting with three other Parish
Churches on "How to win Lottery Funding".

So - so far, so good!

Toby and Roger



THE EXPOSED ROOF BEAMS
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Above: View of both sides of the North Transept roof with the lead removed.

Below: Close up views of the roof beams showing damage and the poor condition
of the underlying timber beneath.




Friends of Bishopstone Church

The Friends held a very successful talk on 10 April by Jerry Smith on ‘Removing
Assad’s Chemical Weapons’. The popular evening raised over £900 which was an
amazing amount.

The next fund raising event will be -

Garden party at Faulston House on Thursday 28th May, from 5pm - Sunset.
Bring a picnic or order a hamper from Coombe Bissett Stores, and enjoy an
evening of entertainment in the gardens. For more details see poster in STaB.

The Friends of Bishopstone Church AGM was held on Tuesday 14 April with a good
attendance, and followed with a glass of wine.

Future events for the your autumn diary -
Antiques Roadshow with Jeremy Lamond on Friday 9th October.

Parables from Palestine. Talk by The Dean of Salisbury Cathedral on Tuesday
10 November.

Christmas Decoration Workshop with Emily Broomhead on Saturday 28
November.

A huge Thank You to all the generous people who have supported The Friends of
Bishopstone Church over the last very eventful year. Every contribution and offer of
help has been very much appreciated.

Although the church has now been awarded the lottery grant to repair the North
Transept Roof, as part of their Investment Principles, the Heritage Lottery Fund
requires further projects to be completed. This is to make the church a more
inclusive space as a venue for future use. With this in mind, The Friends are
continuing to raise funds for some of these future projects.

We still have a few tea towels, church guides and greetings cards for sale. They
will be available at the Village Hall Spring Fair on Saturday 9 May.

For donations and payments

Friends Roof Appeal
Account no 88097160
Sort Code 30-97-41

Anne Stutchbury s
Chairman, Friends of Bishopstone Church annewheelwright@amail.com
Committee: Margaret Barter, Norman Barter, Richard Brett, George Brutton,
Tony Clarke, Kay Mills, Sarah Seal, Alan Stutchbury
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Parish Council

By Graham Hill, Parish Clerk

The Parish Council met on Monday 17 March at Bishopstone
Village Hall and was attended by eight members of the
public. The chair opened the meeting at 19.30 and the first
order of business was the public session. Two
representatives from the Chalke Valley Community Hub
made a brief presentation in their search for a new

+ " Chairperson to support future development of the Hub. They
< 2™ emphasised the need for leadership and good networking
and have asked the Parish Council to forward names of potential candidates. If it is
something you would be interested in please email the clerk.

The Whitlock development was discussed but there have been no significant
objections raised by the public. The general feeling is that it would be good for the
parish in its new format and apart from a couple of risers, the council will raise no
objections to the development.

Councillor Edwards presented an after-action report which reviewed the lessons
learnt from the recent flooding due to storm Chandra. It was decided that two more
flood wardens were required and two people have been identified to fill those roles.
Consideration was given for the council to buy equipment to help parishioners in
the recovery phase such as dehumidifiers and vacuum pumps. Councillor Edwards
will be doing a presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting in May.

The council debated applying for the White Hart pub to become a community asset.
It was initially approved in 2019 but only lasted for five years and the council
agreed that we should apply for renewal.

The dates for future meetings were agreed. Prior to the next meeting on the
11 May 2026, it is intended to hold the Annual Parish Meeting. It was agreed
that this will follow the same format as previous Annual Parish meetings with
representatives from the Parish giving updates and progress reports along
with the after-action report from Clir Edwards.

The meeting was closed at 21.15.

The Parish of Bishopstone and Stratford Tony
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
Sunday 24th May 2026, 11.50am
in St John the Baptist Church
after the 11.00am Parish Communion

The Church’'s AGM for everyone living in the parish! An opportunity
to hear what has happened over the past year, our successful
fundraising appeal, the Church Development Plan and to ask your
questions.
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Bishopstone Village Hall

May 2026

BISHOPSTONE COMMUNITY CAFE

The Village Hall Café opens every other Thursday and is a great place to relax and
catch up with others in the community. Upcoming dates are the 7th and 21st of May
and 4th and 18th June. Opening hours are from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon.
Refreshments are currently offered free of charge, with donations welcome.

As ever, the bookshelves offer a wide range of titles at very reasonable prices—
perfect for stocking up on holiday reading!

ANNUAL SPRING FAYRE

Our ever-popular Spring Fayre will take place on Saturday 9th May, from 10.00am
to 12 noon, with a tombola, book stall, local crafts and refreshments. Donations of
books or bottles for the tombola are, as always, very welcome.

The plant stall will once again be a highlight, and we would be very grateful for any
donations of spare plants, or seedlings of vegetables or flowers. These can be
brought to the hall, which will be open to receive them on Friday 8th, between
2.00pm and 4.00pm. We hope you can join us!

VILLAGE HALL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Join us for the Village Hall Committee AGM on Monday 18th May at 7.00pm for
7.30pm. All are warmly invited, with drinks and nibbles provided.

MOVIOLA at Bishopstone

Friday 29th May.

The film for May will be ‘One Battle After Another’ (2025).

This critically acclaimed action-thriller/dark comedy, directed by Paul Thomas
Anderson and starring Leonardo DiCaprio and Sean Penn, is based on Thomas
Pynchon’s Vineland. It follows a “stoned” retired revolutionary (DiCaprio) who
attempts to reunite with his daughter after his old enemy resurfaces 16 years later.

Doors open from 7.00pm with the film beginning at 7.30pm. Entry to the film is
£7.00. A cash bar with ices and snacks will be available. If possible, please book in
advance with Caroline Ash on (01722) 781044 or Sue Taylor on 01722 780316.

A trailer for the film can be seen in the Events section of the village website at
www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk.

The title of the film for Friday 26th of June will be ‘H is for Hawk’.



BISHOPSTONE COMMUNITY LUNCHES
A home-cooked lunch is served monthly from October until April.
Lunches will resume in the autumn.

BOOKINGS FOR SOCIAL EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS
Both halls are available for hire. To enquire or make a booking, please contact the
bookings secretary, Margaret Barter (01722) 780471

BISHOPSTONE PLAYGROUP

The playgroup meets on Friday mornings during term time from 9.30 — 11.00 am.
Breastfeeding support is available from qualified breastfeeding counsellor

Cally Edwards and trained peer supporters. Find further information on our
Facebook page, Bishopstone Playgroup or contact Cally on:
callyedwards@me.com or 07968 797 168.

“EXTEND” EXERCISE CLASSES
For further information about these exercise classes, contact Jenny on 01722
780863, email: jennyberwynjones@yahoo.co.uk

PILATES AT BISHOPSTONE
For further information, contact Claudine on 07788 587937 or email:
claudineblake@aol.com

YOGA WITH HANNAH
For more details, please contact Hannah Stocker at 0773 856 1888 or by email:
yoga_with _hannah@outlook.com.

ART GROUP

An Art Group led by Russell Bignold meets every Thursday morning between
9.45am and 11.45am. Drawing, painting and sculpture (clay) are taught, covering
all genres. Cost £20 per session, tea and biscuits provided.

Contact Russell at russellbignold@btinternet.

Website www.russellbignoldartist.com



?" Sprmg Fayre
Saturday 9th May 2026 =
k, at 10.00am

Refreshments and all the usual attractions,
mcludmg the famous Plant Stall.




Friends of Bishopstone Church
IN AID OF BISHOPSTONE CHURCH DEVELOPMENT

Garden Party

Thursday 28th May from 5:00 pm till Sunset
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Join us under a Flower Moon in the garden of Faulston
House for an evening of summer delight

Enjoy a wander through the garden with highlights to
include an abridged production of Romeo & Juliet by 440,
singing by The Navy Larks and Catch of the Day and a
Foraging demonstration

Bring a picnic or order a delicious hamper of local goodies
from Coombe Bissett store

Hamper order sheet available when you book tickets
Orders in by 1I°* May

Bar: cash & card

Eawlstan House, Eaylsion Lane

Bishopstone, SP5 4BQ
Tickets £15
(Children under 18 with an aduli: £5)
CONTACTS FOR TICKETS
7 Sarah Seal — theseall @outlocok.com
” Anne Stutchbury — annewheelwright@gmail.co...
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Bishopstone Village Hall rates for private hire

Bishopstone Village Hall has 2 rooms that are available for hire for a wide range of
functions. The larger room is ideal for children’s parties with lots of space for
running around. It can also accommodate wedding receptions, charity functions
and large family celebrations.

The smaller room (The Memorial Room) is a good size for meetings and smaller
gatherings.

The modern kitchen is spacious and fully equipped with an electric catering range,
a professional 4 minute dishwasher, water boiler, hot cupboard, microwave oven, 2
fridges and a freezer, all suitable for professional caterers. There is also
glassware, crockery and cutlery for over 80 people.

The hire charges include use of heating and electricity.

The rates are currently:
Villagers Non Villagers

Hire of both rooms £17 per hour £22 per hour
(With full use of the kitchen)

Hire of both rooms £12 per hour £17 per hour
(With tea making facilities but no other electrical kitchen equipment)

Full use of the kitchen £12 per hour £17 per hour

only

Weddings — per event/day £200 £300
Parties — per event/day £125 £175
Broadband

An additional charge is made for use of the broadband connection of £6 per hour
with a maximum of £25 per day.

Large projection screen
Use of this professional quality screen is charged at an additional
£10 per event.

The hire period must include time to set up and clear away after the event.

For further information and bookings contact: Margaret Barter 01722 780471
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Chalke Valley Community Support

POLICE

Call 999 in an emergency: an emergency is when someone is being threatened
or at risk of getting injured, or a crime is in progress.

Call 101 for non-emergencies: such as reporting a crime that has already taken
place, non-urgent incident, contacting local officers etc

To contact your Community Policing Team about a community-related matter, such
as a school visit, then please email SalisburyAreaCPT@wiltshire.police.uk
Please note that this mailbox is not monitored 24/7.

You are unable to report crimes of any type via email and please do not report any
situations that require an urgent response.

You can follow us on:

Facebook - www.facebook.com/salisburypolice

Twitter - www.twitter.com/SouthWiltsCPT

Community Messaging: Sign up to Community Messaging for news and updates
from your local policing team: www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk

Sixpenny Handley and Chalke Valley Practice
Doves Meadow Surgery, Broad Chalke: 01722 780282
Broadchalke Surgery is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays
Sixpenny Handley Surgery: 01725 552500
www.sixpennydocs.co.uk

MOBILE LIBRARY

The Mobile Library will be calling at The Styles in Bishopstone
between 1115-1135 on the following Thursdays:

7 May, 4 June, 2 July, 30 July

www.coombebissettstores.co.uk

Coombe .
Bissett shop@coombebissettstores.co.uk Tel: 01722 718852
St OPENING HOURS, SHOP AND POST OFFICE
ores Mon-Fri: 7am-6pm, Sat: 7am-1pm
Chalke w: www.chalkevalleystores.co.uk
Valley e: info@chalkevalleystores.co.uk Tel: 01722 780998
Stores OPENING HOURS
r

Shop: Weekdays 9am - 5pm (until 4pm on Saturdays)
Broadchalke Post Office: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am- 1:30pm
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Chalke Valley Link Scheme

Serving the Valley from Berwick St John to Bodenham since 1996 & awarded The
Queen's Award for Voluntary Service in 2006, the Chalke Valley Link Scheme is a
Registered Charity that provides good neighbour support with transport help for
Valley residents. We can provide, for example: transport to a medical appointment,
visiting family members in hospital, collecting prescriptions or changing library
books.

If you live between Bishopstone & Britford/Bodenham please Chalke
phone: 07795 620812 (Geoff Stephens, Jenny Monds or Valley Link
Debby Underhill on rotation). Scheme
The co-ordinator answering your call will take your details and

Good neighbour
contact a volunteer who can help you. Bt with
If your call is answered by a recorded message, please leave your “2?:’2&22."3,‘.’;"’ '
contact details and a co-ordinator will respond as soon as
possible. There is no set charge, but you are invited to make a

donation towards our running costs.
All our co-ordinators and drivers are volunteers so please give us

For residents in our
area who are eiderly

much notice as possible to find an available driver. g LZC:::;'?:;?‘ ::d
If you would like to become a volunteer driver to enable us to public transport
continue this service to our community, please contact the above

number. Registered as a Charity no.1076335

Staying in Touch

STaB magazine is a vital source of communication in the village, keeping everyone
informed as to what is happening locally. However, to keep up to date with what is
going on there are three other important sources of information in Bishopstone -
the village website, the Parish Council website and our own WhatsApp network.

The village website — www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk - carries all the latest
news on events in the village (see page 2). Information on Parish Council
meetings and initiatives is available at: www.bishopstone-pc.gov.uk.

The Bishopstone Network is a WhatsApp messaging service which enables
information to be instantly shared to your mobile phone. This includes information
on pretty much everything — recommendations on service providers, events, road
closures, interruptions to electricity and water supplies, items being given away or
for sale and the latest menu from the White Hart! You will need to
download the App to your phone and then contact Piers Edwards
(piersgedwards@gmail.com or 07920 475009) or Kate Pendlenton
(kmpendlenton@hotmail.com or 07769202200) and ask to be added to
the group.
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Salisbury Foodbank

For this last month there were donations of £20 plus food totalling 15 kgs. Thank
you so much.

They are asking particularly for TOILET ROLLS and SHAMPOO... desperately
needed please!

TINNED FOOD: e.g. Hot dogs, mince, stew etc. Fish (not tuna), potatoes,
vegetables (peas, carrots etc), fruit, soup.

DRINKS and DAIRY: Long-life fruit juice, UHT milk (1L), tea, coffee, squash.

CUPBOARD STAPLES: Biscuits, crisps, snhacks, sponge puddings, jam and
spreads.

TOILETRIES and HOUSEHOLD: Deodorant, 2 in 1 shampoo/conditioner, shower
gel, razors, toothpaste, washing detergent (powder), washing up liquid.

So as you can see, almost anything at all but especially toilet rolls and shampoo
particularly at the moment.

Thank you for the support you offer and hopefully your continuing support for this
great cause.

As usual, you can leave donations either in the church or at The Old Post Office,
The Cross, or call me on 01722 780306 if there's something you need collecting.

With thanks.
Judy Barrett &

J trussell

The editorial team have been asked to print a

reminder that dog poo should be picked up by '

dog owners. | have spotted that The Styles is a PICK VP MY POOP, HUMAN
particular problem at the moment, with dog waste

being left on the grassy area on the corner of The (

Styles and Harvest Lane. Children play here, so o % “

this is unhygienic, unpleasant and potentially

dangerous. Other residents of the village report

poo being left near their houses and cars.

Thank you of course to the majority of dog
owners, who are very responsible.
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Shop at the heart of the Community
Owned by YOU, Run by YOU, Here for YOU.

w: www.chalkevalleystores.co.uk | e: info@chalkevalleystores.co.uk | Tel: 01722 780998

OPENING HOURS

Shop: Weekdays 9 .00am - 5pm (until 1pm on Saturdays)
Coffee Shop: Weekdays 10am - 3.30pm (until Midday 12pm on Saturdays)

Post Office: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9.30am to 1pm

Home deliveries: If you need a delivery, please call the Shop on 01722 780998.
We’ve had a brilliant few weeks at the Hub.

We very much appreciate all the hard work done by our team of volunteers and a
party was held on April 14" to thank them. Our new cook Ali Blackwell provided a
splendid spread of food, and our Chairman, Derek Brown very generously provided
the wine for the event. A huge thank you to everyone who joined the party — and
an even bigger thank you to all who keep the Hub running with your time, energy,
and heart. We truly couldn’t do it without you.

On 20th March, we were thrilled to receive a Highly Commended Social Value
Award at the Salisbury Business Excellence Awards 2026. A proud moment for the
whole team and community.

Our food offers in the shop continue to grow. Cook frozen ready meals are
performing incredibly well, with an expanded range now in the freezers. We’ve also
extended our ranges of chocolates, biscuits and baked goods from Holleys Fine
Foods to give you a greater choice of items to enjoy at home or to gift to friends
and family. Hames Chocolate Cremes are a particularly strong item coming in a
variety of flavours.

Seasonal produce is arriving in full colour — including the very popular Heritage
Isle of Wight tomatoes and the first of the Wye Valley asparagus. Perfect for
spring cooking.

And in the café, Ali has been busy baking up a storm. Come and try her chocolate
millionaires shortbread, lemon yoghourt cake and key lime pie which are new,
alongside our refreshed lunch time menu.

Finally, if you've ever thought about volunteering, now’s a great time to join us.
New volunteers are always welcome to work either in the café or in the shop.
Please contact Tony Patel if you are interested. His email address is:
tony@chalkevalleystores.co.uk

NB There is a Trussell Trust Collection Point in the Hub for any donations of
foodstuffs you may wish to make. Your generosity will help those most in
need.

16



[}. . CHALKE VALLEY
4 SPORTS CENTRE

oOvBE o

Facilities for all the Chalke Valley
SPORTS SCENE - MAY 2026

Children’s Portable Football Posts. Many thanks to those that have very kindly

donated funds towards the £400 replacement costs of new goal posts. The fund is

still open, and donations gratefully accepted to the Sports Centre’s bank account.
Lloyds Bank. Sort Code 30-97-42. Account 01351926

Race Night. A packed hall of ‘punters’ enjoyed an evening of horse racing over

great conversations, a glass or two and supper. The evening raised over £2000

towards refurbishment of the water services that have reached the end of their
economic life and will cost around £20,000 to undertake!

Petanque. The popular Friday evening social Pétanque start again in May.
Everyone welcome, all ages and abilities.

Tennis Update. The Chalke Valley Tennis Club has entered a new coaching and
tennis development programme with local business, FAR Sports and Rory Smith.

Rory and his Team have developed a varied midweek programme for both junior
and adult players. See the Sports Centre website for more information or
email info@farsports.co.uk

The hall is available for private hire so if you have a family celebration in the
coming weeks, why not see what we can offer?

All our sports activities are promoted through the website, see below.
Sports Centre AGM: Wednesday 16 June at 7.00pm at the Centre

General e.mail: info@chalkevalleysportscentre.co.uk

More details can be found on our website: www.chalkevalleysportscentre.co.uk
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THE CHURCHES
CONSERVATION TRUST

ST MARY & ST LAWRENCE
STRATFORD TONY
SPS 4AT
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ANNUAL SERVICE

PLEASE JOIN US FOR
SUMMER EVENSONG

at 3.0°CLOCK ON SUNDAY 19" JULY 2026
with THE REV'D MAGGIE METCALF

REFRESHMENTS AFTERWARDS

AT MANOR HOUSE

COLLECTION IN AID OF THE CHURCHES CONSERVATION TRUST & BISHOPSTONE CHURCH



Salisbury Art Trail 2026

y

"o SALISBURY

==
=i
g
==
®

The Salisbury Art Trail will run from Saturday May 23rd to Sunday June 7th, and
this year there will be a mini trail through the Chalke Valley. Visit the studios of
Jenny Monds in Flamstone Street, Bishopstone (venue 34) showing paintings,
greeting cards and gifts; Judith Viney in Broadchalke (venue 35) showing her
pottery, cushions and scarves; Gray's Stone Carving Studio in Bowerchalke (venue
37) with stone sculptures, carvings, woodwork, and metal art by over a dozen
different artists and hands-on ‘have a go’ at stone carving and Jennie Gilbert's
pottery Studio in Fifield Bavant (venue 36) to see her lovely pottery and learn about
her pottery classes.

Pick up an Art Trail catalogue from any of the venues or from local shops and pubs
to see the full trail of 37 venues covering artists of all types. Look for the yellow
signs!

Fifield Bavant

36

@ Stratfo

Bishopstone

Broad Chalke
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Hester Kirkham 1933-2026

Below is an extract from the obituary of Hester, sent to us by her daughter.

Hester was born in Texas, and lived her life across two continents. Her first
husband was an Airforce pilot, who later became a banker. His sudden death in
1982 was a profound loss. Hester was very interested in British history, and she
served on the host committee for an event in Raleigh sponsored by The English-
Speaking Union to commemorate the connection between the city of Raleigh and
Sherborne Castle, the ancestral home of Sir Walter Raleigh. The keynote speaker
for the event was John Kirkham, the Bishop of Sherborne. Hester and John met,
and their mutual love of history, especially military history, made for an immediate
connection. After several years of daily letter writing and visiting “across the Pond,”
they fell in love and were married in October 1986. The ceremony was officiated by
The Most Reverend Robert Runcie, The Archbishop of Canterbury, along with her
good friend, the Reverend Dan Sapp of Christ Church Raleigh. The wedding was
held in the Chapel at Lambeth Palace, the Archbishop’s residence in London.

After retirement in 2001, Hester and “Papa John”, as he was lovingly called by her
children, moved to Bishopstone. There, Hester found a warm and interesting
community of people who became dear friends. After John died in October 2019,
the Covid pandemic arrived early the following year. The Bishopstone neighbours
took great care of each other, providing meals, groceries, and medicines, and
regularly stepping out into the lane to visit and check in with each other from a
distance. Hester would provide lunches from the local pub for her neighbours to
collect. When the Times announced a contest to celebrate the “Best
Neighbourhood in Britain”, Hester enthusiastically nominated Bishopstone. Hester’s
exceptional letter won the competition, and they were featured in a full-page article
in the Times - Weekend Edition. In September 2020, she made the difficult decision
to say goodbye to her beloved neighbours and move back to Raleigh, to be closer
to her children and grandchildren.

If anyone would like to read the entire obituary, here is the link:

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/raleigh-nc/hester-kirkham-12802187
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Losing Our Religion: Exploring England’s Forgotten Churches

Like many people up and down the country, the period spanning from 2019 to 2021
gave me the motivation and the opportunity to take stock and reflect on what |
spent much of my time doing. Having been a schoolteacher since 2009, | had
found myself kept in a state of perpetual busyness. Lockdown required me to
become more contemplative and opened my eyes to a slightly slower way of doing
things. It was then | picked up a camera for the first time in earnest and went out
with the intention of creating something. This soon became something of an
addiction, and before long photography
became my greatest passion (except for
my beautiful family, that is).

Within a year, | had been asked to
photograph a wedding. This filled me with
dread, of course, but | nervously, yet
excitedly, accepted. Four years later, |
have photographed countless weddings
and events, and alongside teaching it has
grown into a second career.

Aside from commercial photography,
however, | still feel that compulsion to
pick up my camera and go out into the world with the objective of documenting
what | find. It was in doing this that | first
happened upon the work of the Churches
Conservation Trust.

Earlier in the year | was driving to Winchester
and decided to go the scenic route via Kings
Somborne. Inevitably | ended up getting lost,
and turned the corner of a country lane to be
greeted by the most striking little church | had
seen in a long while. | ventured nervously
inside, camera in hand, and entered the world
of the CCT.

The CCT was founded in 1969 and was
previously known as the Redundant Churches
Fund. It was a joint venture between the
= Church of England and Parliament, designed
~ to care for churches that are architecturally
significant and historically important, yet no
longer viable as parish churches. These places were in very real danger of
becoming neglected and falling into disrepair.
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The CCT now cares for over 350 churches
across England, spanning more than a
thousand years of history. All of its
churches are free to visit and explore, and
they survive mostly on the donations of its
members (of which | am one), as well as
government funding. But despite many of
their churches being in rural and remote
locations, they are not museum pieces
kept locked away. They remain open, quiet
and accessible. Despite the title, they are
not ‘lost’. Far from it. Many are still
community hubs and, although not used
for weekly worship, are regularly used for
services, events, champing, and as shared
spaces.

- It took me no time at all to realise that |

| wanted to learn more about the CCT, and
that | could use my camera to document

their work and share the beauty of these quiet places with others. If in doing so |

can raise awareness of the work of the CCT, then all the better.

The Church of St Mary & St
Lawrence in Stratford Tony was
only the fourth church | visited,
yet it remains one of my
favourites. | visited on a warm,
humid day; the cool interior
offered a restorative pause, and
| was instantly taken aback by its
beautiful details. Even before |
had entered the building, the
small sundial on the exterior
caught my attention, becoming

my first composition. Inside the

church there are more details than | could possibly list, all worth photographing, alt-
hough the stunning organ, which | uncovered and photographed, does stay with me
as something particularly special. What struck me most, however, was how loved
the church still is. The visitors’ book was filled with entries from people across the
country, and indeed the world, who had taken the time to visit and had shared my
sense of discovery.
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Photographing these churches has made me look
differently at our own. Places like Stratford Tony
are not just beautiful buildings. They are living
spaces, still filled with voices, footsteps and
memories.

My long-term vision is to visit as many of the
churches cared for by the CCT as possible and,
perhaps, if | am fortunate enough, to create a
book that brings together the images | have
captured across the country. | did reach out to the
Churches Conservation Trust, but in the meantime
| did what many of us would quietly prefer to do
anyway, and started the project for myself.

In exploring England’s forgotten churches, | have
come to feel that these places are not abandoned,
but waiting. They may no longer be centres of
weekly worship, but they remain deeply rooted in the landscapes and communities
that built them. Are they truly forgotten? Far from it. They are waiting patiently for
us, some of us with camera in hand.

Tom Pollard

You can view more photos at http.//churches.tompollardphotography.com
Tom Pollard can be found on Instagram at @tompollardphotography
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Easter Garden

Huge thanks to Liz
Coward’s grandson, Kip,
who helped to make the
church Easter Garden this
year. He took his job very
seriously and worked with
great care.

| think we can all agree that
he did a wonderful job! Well
done Kip.

Jerry Smith gave a really informative,
thought provoking talk on REMOVING
ASSAD’S CHEMICAL WEAPONS.

The evening raised £900 for the church
roof fund.

Alix Ricketts
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STOP PRESS - Bishopstone in print...

GRASSTRACKRACES'

THRILLS AND SPILLS AT
BISHOPSTONE.
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The Wiltshire County Mirror reported in
February 1910 on a games tournament
between the men of Bishopstone and
“Miss Purvis’s Men’s Class from
Salisbury”. The tournament involved
games of whist, draughts, cribbage and
billiards. A return match took place in
Salisbury and was reported on 24t
February when “the country boys have
reason to be proud of their play” and
were once again victorious. Hurrah!

By the 1960’s the Village Hall held a
debate between Bishopstone and Broad
Chalke/Bowerchalke on whether “pop”
music had as great a part to play in life as
classical music and whether it had “a bad
moral effect”! | am pleased to say that
Bishopstone, thanks to Cliff Richard and
Acker Bilk, won the debate so it did and it
didn’t! Hurrah again!

From the newspaper archives this month: fun and games in
Bishopstone. The White Hart and the Village Hall have been
the centre of social activities in Bishopstone for over 200
years.

From the Western Gazette in July 1935. As part of the
White Hart Slate Club’s annual fete the Salisbury Motor Club
ran a motor cycle grass track racing event in the village.
Because of a shower of rain there were many “thrills and
spills”! Unfortunately “the weather was uncertain and the
attendance consequently poor”.

For many years before that the Village Reading Room (aka
the Village Hall) had provided much entertainment.

- _
) BISHOPSTONE.

Reuapiva Roow.—A games tournament took
w on Monday between the members of the
ing Room and Miss Purvis’s Men's Class.
There were ten whist tables and two draughts at
which honours were even. The ln‘d.h% Hoom
won the single oribbage and all the billiard
g.m At the close of refreshments were
anded round, Mr, F. Whitleek, sceretary of
the Reading Room, in & few words of welcome to

the Salisbury men, & for the enforeed
absence of the t (the Rev. F. Raikey)
who wos unwell.  As they all knew, Mr. Ratkes

was v"rmt than whea he was with them
on such ne, and they wished him o
spoedy recovery. At the same time they were
vwhmtohl to the Misses Raikes (2) for coming

to help to make their ring sucorssful, Mr.
C. Cook for visitors, Songs were
sung by Miss Raikes, and members both
societies,

DEBATE, —*That * pop " musie amwl
jazz have us grest a part o play g life
as classical music.'” was a subjeet pat
up tor debate at Bishopscone  Village
Hall, on Tharsday in fast week, Amd
after interesting and convineing points
had been made by opposing  speakers,
Mr. R. Hitchens, presiding. declared
thunt the motion hind been earried.  San
worting the musieal contributions of CHff

jehinrd and Acker Bilk were “l“ll}!]hﬂullt'
Youth Fellowship, Speaking against the
weoticnr on the grounds of (the musice
having o bad moral effeet wore Browl
Chalke aud Bowerchalkes Youth Fellow.
shige
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Rambling with Jazzie and the Hedgehogs

How nice to have some sun again, and a bit of drier weather. ’ "%ﬂ*;‘
But, despite this good news the cold east and north winds | o
have taken the edge off. Jazzie collected a tick from a : . ‘_:’ g | :

hedgehog, and getting rid of it required help from both our .. wa’:.g;m 5‘% . A
daughters! All is well now, and after a bath and a clip with : A R
Jo, Jazzie is much better fitted for the summer.

All seems well in the village, and the recreation field is well- — ;"&‘&3‘1
used by the young footballers. Their shrieks of delight, and the accompanying shrill
whlstle from the coach are great to hear once again. A harbinger of games to come.

| The garden is beginning to look good, as the daffs are dying, the
e tulips are bright and the blue, pink and white-bells are blooming.
™ The apple blossom is abundant and it really looks spring-like,
i 2. % emboldened by the beautiful delicacy of the cherry blossom all
4 over the place. The greenhouse is also showing promise as all
- our seeds are coming up well. We have had to pot-on some of the
~ veg already.

“Our hedgehogs seem to be thriving too. | have had to mend two of
the hutch roofs as they were letting the rain in, and wet hay is no
bed for anyone! They come every night to feed, and we have a
peculiarly coloured one, a sort of gingery /buff coloured chap. This B
one can be seen at midday, or at supper time or at dusk, as well as P
late at night. Must be a hungry fellow. Whether this is a normal
colour, or a throw-back, | know not, but they do have white/buff
ones on Alderney!

The Friends of the Church have continued their formidable collections and the sum
achieved now for the roof is extraordinary, even with the Heritage Lottery
contribution. Poor St John Baptist is now covered with scaffolding and plastic
sheeting, but work on the roof trusses and beams goes on apace. The supporting
talks continue, and Jerry Smith’s latest on removing poison gas munitions from
Syria was very well attended and absolutely fascinating. Well done Jerry and thank
you.

| tried to attend Lady Cobham’s memorial service at Martin, but couldn’t get a seat
for all the good and bold, so came home in the sleet and rain instead. The fireplace
was much warmer!

Enough from us this time. Enjoy the spring and the growing and we hope to see
some of you on our walks. Remember the Village Spring Fayre on 9" May!

Sit, Jazzie! Good girl! (JHST 20.04.26)
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Broad Chalke Open Gardens
Sunday 7" June 12am - 5.30pm

Broad Chalke in the beautiful Chalke Valley will be holding its ever-
popular Open Gardens event on Sunday 7th June when six of the
village’s private gardens will be open to the public for the first time in
several years. The gardens have been chosen to display a variety of
country house & garden styles including an ancient manor house &
formal garden, a riverside rectory, a Georgian farmhouse, and a
traditional thatched cottage garden. The gardens are all situated in the
village conservation area linked by footpaths through water-meadows
(walking shoes recommended!) - making this a very pleasant afternoon’s
country ramble.

Visitors arriving by car
should park at one of the
signed car parks near All
Saints Church
(postcode SP5 5DN)
and pick up their entry
ticket and map of the
gardens at the Village
Hall opposite. Entry
costs £8 per adult
(children free) and that
covers entry to all six
gardens, with proceeds
going to local charities.
There will also be home-
made refreshments on
sale in the village hall
and a small flower
display on view in the
church.

This popular event offers visitors a wonderful afternoon out in our
beautiful chalk downland village situated astride the River Ebble in the
Cranborne Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty - with visits to
Interesting private gardens and a traditional tea thrown in. We look
forward to welcoming you.
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Further details, if required, please email mail@broadchalke.net
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Memories of a Bishopstone Childhood

This is taken from ‘Memories of my Childhood: Bishopstone 1913-1924° by Ted Compton.
Born Edmund Albert Compton, Ted was born in Bishopstone in 1913 and died in 2005.
His book of memories was passed to Canon Hendry in 2007. Sections of this booklet will
be reproduced in STaB over the coming months.

The hox.xse contained part of an old cottage which had a room called
the scullery with a brick floor. It was called the “wash-house” with a copper
heated by a fire of sticks to provide hot water for the weekly wash.

On Monday morning Mrs. Penny arrived. She lived in a cottage in the
lane and was paid to do all the washing and ironing. The clothes were
washed in a large zinc bath and hung out to dry in the garden. The wooden
clothes-pegs were made by gypsies who came round to the door selling
them. They also came into the shop to buy things like bacon, cheese and tea.
They always left a strong smell of woodsmoke behind them.

The land round our house was on different levels as if great square
holes had been dug and the ground never properly filled in. It was rumoured
that great burial pits had been dug at the time of the great plague when a
large part of the population had died. The old mediaeval village round the
Parish Church was abandoned and the survivors moved further up the valley.
Anyway there was Pitts Lane and Pitts House and on the old maps the piece
of land was called the Pitts.

Pitts Lane was at the side of our house. A little way down there was the
carrier’s house and shed for his van. Bishopstone had two carriers — this one
was called George Scott. There was an old building which had once been the
blacksmith’s shop owned by Edward Compton — my father’s uncle and
opposite one of those old cottages which had been built on waste ground at

the side of the road. There was a wall in the garden.

| At the end of the lane there was a little gate leading into 2 meadow
This was a proper watermeadow with streams and ditches. The flow of water
was controlled by wooden hatches set in stone blocks. Damming the water
made pools deep enough to swim in. We also liked to fish for minnows with
jam-jars on the end of string. Beyond the meadow was a wood called the
Wilderness. The lane and the meadow and the wood were our childhood

playgrounds.
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Wellspring Christian Community

Wellspring is a midweek morning meeting of people who enjoy being part of
an informal Christian community.

It's a place where faith grows, deep friendships are formed, and the ups and downs
of life can be shared.

It's a sociable and relaxed morning with members coming from different
denominations and different villages up and down the Chalke Valley

10 am-12 noon in Broad Chalke Village Hall SP5 5DN, most Tuesdays in term time.
Includes sung worship, a Christian speaker, and a half hour coffee and cake break
with a lot of chatting!.

If you'd like to try us out, just turn up on any of the following dates this term:

May 5th, May 12th, June 2nd, June 16th, June 30th, July 7th........ we’d love to
meet you.

Wellspring has the blessing of The Chalke Valley Clergy Team

NGS Garden Open Tuesday 2" June (2-5pm)

Caroline & David Floyd at Manor Farm House, Quidham Street, Bowerchalke, SP5
5BU (reinforce.obscuring.remix).

Teas, plant stall, mostly flat, sitting areas and lots of parking. In aid of the NGS with
donations to Bowerchalke Church and Motor Neurone Disease.

Do please come and bring your friends.

Local Vocals in the Valley

Do you like singing? Would you like to sing with others? If so, please do join us
during the summer term for a fun evening of singing at Bowerchalke Village Hall on
some or all of the following dates:

27 April, 18 May, 1,8,15,29 June at 6-7.15pm.

A voluntary donation of £10 per person will cover the cost of hiring the hall and of
music for the term. It would be very helpful if donations could be made on the first
session.

We shall be continuing in the Autumn term from September and look forward to
welcoming anyone who is interested.

Please contact Sharon Ibbotson 01722 780708/ 07743134385 for further details.
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Police Bulletin

A monthly newsletter from
Philip Wilkinson, Police and Crime
Commissioner for Wiltshire.

welcome the Chief Constable’s announcement of Wiltshire Police’s new priorities
for the year ahead, which focus clearly on the things local people tell us matter
most.

From April, Wiltshire Police will concentrate on three main areas: Safer Public
Spaces, Reducing and Preventing Violence Against Women and Girls, and
Improving Outcomes for Victims. These priorities will guide how officers and
staff work day to day across our towns, villages and rural communities.

Keeping public spaces safe remains fundamental. This priority is about making
sure people feel confident when they go about their daily lives -

whether that’s walking to the shops, attending local events or spending time in their
neighbourhood. It includes tackling antisocial behaviour, knife crime and youth
offending, and continuing to strengthen neighbourhood policing. Many residents tell
me how important it is to see officers out and about locally, and that visible
presence will remain a key focus.

The second priority, reducing and preventing violence against women and girls,
reflects concerns raised by people across Wiltshire. Crimes such as domestic
abuse, rape, stalking and harassment cause deep and lasting harm. Making this a
core priority means working closely with partners to protect those at risk, support
victims and take firm action against those responsible.

Improving outcomes for victims underpins everything the police do. Reporting a
crime can be worrying, and people deserve to be treated with care, respect and
professionalism. This focus is about improving investigations, keeping victims
informed and making sure they feel supported throughout the process.

As Police and Crime Commissioner, | set the Police and Crime Plan, which sets out
what residents should expect from their police service. These new operational
priorities align closely with that plan and reflect our shared commitment to
protecting the vulnerable, reducing harm and improving confidence in policing.

Policing faces real challenges, but clear priorities help ensure time and resources
are directed where they matter most. | am confident that this approach will help
Wiltshire Police continue to build trust, strengthen community links and keep our
county a safe place to live, work and visit.
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Public consultation continues into proposed fire station closures

The ongoing public consultation into the potential closure of
";‘ eight fire stations by Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service
S \vill run until Friday 15 May.

ConsSatigy n 1he eight locations under consultation are all on-call fire
stations: Bradford on Avon, Charmouth, Cranborne, Hamworthy;,
Maiden Newton, Mere, Ramsbury and Wilton.

Chief Fire Officer Andy Cole said: “Nobody wants to close fire

This is your chance to have

PSS Stations but, despite saving over £15 million in the last ten years,
our financial position remains very challenging due to a 19.5%
cut in funding provided directly from Government. We still need
to make sure our operational staff have the equipment and training they need to
stay safe, and we’ve pared back our Corporate staff numbers as much as possible.
This isn’t Plan A, we’ve worked through many difficult options before this point.”

He added: “The elected Members of Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Authority
are responsible for keeping the Service sustainable, and they recognise that tough
decisions need to be considered.

“This consultation is therefore essential. We understand that people care about
what this means for their community. That is why we want them to tell us what they
think, and if there’s anything important that we might have missed. No decisions
have been made. The final decision will be made by the Fire & Rescue Authority at
their meeting on 30 June. We would urge our residents to have their say via our
survey or the upcoming online meetings.”

In-person meetings have been held already in six of the eight locations, with further
dates booked for Charmouth and Maiden Newton in April. There will also be an
online meeting for each location during April.

Full details of these, FAQs, station-specific data, the consultation leaflet and the
survey can be found at www.dwfire.org.uk/proposed-station-closures

A paper copy of the survey can be requested by calling 01722 691000 during office
hours, or by emailing consultation@dwfire.org.uk

The programme has been announced, and tickets are now on sale for this year’s
Chalke History Festival. Taking place from 22" to 28" June, and sponsored by
Evelyn Partners, this year’s event promises to be one of the stand-out occasions
of the summer calendar, attracting the very top names and boasting a lineup of
leading historians, household names and expert commentators whose views and
analysis of both historical events and current world affairs are second to none.

So if you want to mingle with the likes of Mary Beard, James
Naughtie, Anthony Scaramucci, Antony Beevor, Harriet Walter, Alan é"
Titchmarsh, Al Murray, Alexander Armstrong and Tony Robinson, f“
head for the Chalke History Festival website now to buy your
tickets.
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.,9." Tamper

www.tampercoffeebean.co.uk

Tamper Coffee is a family-run online specialty coffee
business, based in Salisbury and created for coffee
lovers.

Light Roast Medium-Dark Medium Roast Dark Roast
Roast

WELCOME10

F
‘ ‘ discount codg

Ground Wholebean

Order yours now

E " E Freshly Roasted to order.

1 Ethically sourced.

=

= Family run.
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Your locdal
property SRR
expert -

No-one understands the local property

51-61 Castle Street

market as well as us. We provide our Salisbury
clients with the very best representation, Wiltshire
and a service without compromise. We're SP135U
here for you, whatever you need. 01722 424524

m Residential Sales m Lettings ®m Surveys & Valuations ® Farm & Rural
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Sampson Coward

s . Legal Excellence
V' Whitehead Vizard

— S
. ,w

o 4 2
— AV A
- - - -
o

© Family © Employment @ Property
Litigation & Disputes @ Commercial @ Wills & Probate

St Mary’s Chambers, 51 New Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2PH
01722 410664 mail@sampsoncoward.co.uk

www.sampsoncoward.co.uk




PARKER
BULLEN

Law from
every angle

01722 412000
parkerbullen.com




GREISTONES

PEST CONTROL ——

BASED IN FOVANT

01722 714308
07541 358570

Local

BPCA trained

RSPH qualified
Sensible pricing
Fully insured
Reliable

Discreet

Evening & weekends

WWW.greystonespestcontrol.com

o
R
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FEU R L I_L 1

michael@greystonespestcontrol.com * R
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Lawn care to the highest
possible standards

Y X P,

Get an INSTANT, no obligation quote by M #87¥
using our online lawn measuring tool in
3 easy steps:

visit www.lawn-tech.co.uk
@ Enter your postcode

© outline your lawn
© Submit your details

What makes Lawntech stand out
from the crowd?

¥\ A track record of over 30 years
experience, delivering consistent
professionalism

\{l Highly qualified and accomplished
technicians with over 130 years of
combined experience

Wl Offering a sustainable approach to
lawn care, using semi organic
fertilisers. Fully organic treatment
programme available

FREEPHONE 08000 665 465

info@lawn-tech.co.uk

www.lawn-tech.co.uk Lawnte(:h“




T’LlC@ Totally Living Care
Are you looking for care?

Totally Living Care would love to provide you with a person-
centred care package which is suited around your needs.

We don’t just offer personal care; we offer all other aspects of
care too!

So, if you are looking for carers who are highly skilled,
professional and compassionate then Totally Living Care is the
care agency for you!

Please call 01722-567356 to speak to one of our friendly and

helpful team.
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Bramley Care

Complete Care Solutions

New Pre-Care
Technology

At Bramley Care, we understand how vital it is for families to stay informed
about their loved one’s wellbeing. That is why we are proud to introduce
the Bramley Pre-Care Home Hub, an innovative, unobtrusive way to
ensure your loved ones are safe and comfortable in their own home.

Using discreet sensors, with no cameras or microphones, this system knows
your loved one’s daily routines and alerts family members or carers when
something seems unusual, providing peace of mind without intrusion.

Key features include:
Contactless fall detection
Sleep & routine
Comfort & environmental safety

Bramley Pre-Care keeps you connected, reassured
and empowered to act when it matters most.

Contact us to learn more or to arrange
a free demonstration.

info@bramleycare.com | bramleycare.co.uk
Shaftesbury 01747 855844
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Coombe Bissett Stores and Post Office
Homington Road

Coombe Bissett SP5 4LR
shop@coombebissettstores.co.uk

01722 718852

facebook.com/CoombeBissettStoresNew

Open Monday to Friday 7:00am to 6:00pm
Saturday 7:00am to 1:00pm
closed Sunday and Bank Holidays
When the shop is open, so is the Post Office

I8

FLAMSTONE LOGS

Air & Kiln Dried Logs for Sale

Various load sizes available

Tree Surgery Services

NPTC Trained - Fully Insured - Public Liability

For further information or a free quotation
Please Contact

John 07768 894043 or Henry 07807 892510
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S. WALLWORTH ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD

FuLLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN, EMERGENCY REPAIRS

INSTALLATIONS — RE-WIRES, ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & TESTING

EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHTING, NIGHT STORAGE HEATING, ELECTRIC SHOWERS

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

FREE QUOTATIONS.

SIMON WALLWORTH

31 DEAN LANE, SIXPENNY HANDLEY
SALISBURY, WILTSHIRE

SP5 5PA

TeL: 01725 552545 MoB: 07826 928759

S.WALLWORTH@®HOTMAIL.CO.UK

SELF STORAGE FACILITY

Safe, secure & convenient

a INDOOR UNITS & CONTAINERS

for domestic or business use

DORSET & WILTS All sizes available

S T O R A G E On the A354, SP5 5RX, near Sixpenny Handley

Steph 07748 925810 or Ben 07825 749407
email: info@dorsetandwiltsstorage.co.uk

www.dorsetandwiltsstorage.co.uk




Valley Contracting Services

e FENCING

e CONCRETE BREAKING

e SCRUB CLEARANCE

e MINOR EXCAVATIONS

e DITCH/CULVERT CLEARANCE
e MINOR DRAINAGE

Fully Insured - Public Liability
Free Quotations

Please contact Chris: Mobile: 07707 151234
Email: valscape712@yahoo.com

HIGHSPEC
WINDOW CLEANING

Other Cleaning Services Include:

* Gutters * Fascias
* Driveways * Patios

 Conservatories * Walls
* Greenhouses * Cladding
* Solar Panels * Paths

T: 01425 650894 M: 07879 426914
www.hs-cleaning.co.uk
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Septic Tank Owners: register your interest in a
d fully-funded upgrade to a treatment plant.

Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local river catchment we are
operating a septic tank replacement scheme using private funding.

We install wastewater treatment plants that remove almost all
pollutants, with funding secured from planning applicants who
need to create a positive impact on the environment.

Register on our website today.

N e o

PLUMBING AND HEATING

GAS AND OIL HEATING ENGINEER

Boiler Services

NATURAL GAS AND OIL
LANDLORD CERTIFICATES

Boiler Installations
NATURAL GAS AND OIL

Boiler Breakdowns
EMERGENCY CALLOUTS

Plumbing & Heating

INSTALLATIONS AND REPAIRS

07442 045571

Chris@boilerworkz.com

FULLY QUALIFIED | INSURED | GAS SAFE & OFTEC REGISTERED
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SPIRE MOWING &
GARDENING SERVICES

Lawn Mowing (Regular & One off cuts)

Strimming

General Garden Maintenance

Hedge Cutting / Pruning

Leaf Clearance / Seasonal Garden Tidy-ups
MOWING SERVICES Fully Insured / DBS Checked

Registered Waste Carrier

Local Gardener, based in Bishopstone, covering The Chalke Valley,
Wilton & Salisbury areas. Contact lan today for a FREE quotation on:

07738 678900 info@spiremowing.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL FULLY QUALIFIED
PLUMBER AND HEATING ENGINEER

Over 30 years experience

e Gas & Oil

e Plumbing

e Heating

e Boiler & Cooker Servicing

Same day and emergency service available
No call out charge

Please contact Harvey on 07767887788
or contactrcm@gmail.com

Gas Safe Registration no 133743 REGISTER
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GARNETT

PLASTERING
& Building

* Plastering * Rendering © Dry Lining
* Painting & Decorating ® General Building

07808 523348

garnettplasteringandbuilding@gmail.com

LETTING

CLUTTER
Felix Campbell Tree [ Grounds Maintenance G ()

TREE SER\"[(]“:—S STRIMMING =

HEDGE CUTTING" " BRUSH CLEARANCE

CHIPPING LOGS

07472 402500

felixcampbell124@gmail.com

o] . (0]




ELEANOR OBORNE GARDEN DESIGN

Professionally designed gardens
Full or partial redesigns
Planting design

Garden advice and consultancy L 0\

Increase vour property’s value

Wildlife-focused approach

VALENTINE SIGNS
Fo'e TING *4G

RIING WG
5105 & o 2e0
SALISBURY

AQ Aaron Stephens G»,
« SIGNWRITING « BRILLIANT CUT GLASS + GILDING -

« 07708 820 84! « aaron@valentinesigns.co.uk «
Follow me on Instagram @aaronvalentinestephens

« VALENTINESIGNS.CO.UK .
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Kevin Knight
Clock & Watch Repairs

Free estimates grven
Over 30 years experience
Tel 01722 331969
Mob 07900 928431
Email:
kevindavidknight(@ gmail.com

Tim Saunders
Plumbing & Tiling
Services

Complete Kitchens, Bathrooms & Wet rooms
Tanks, Cylinders, Pumps, Valves & Radiators
Taps, Basins, & Toilets
Unvented hot water system installation, repair
& servicing (G3 certificated)

Stuart Turner approved installer
Disabled/assisted living zero vat
installations/conversions
Wall & floor tiling
Free advice and estimates
Emergency repairs. No call out fees
Fully insured

07772 610190

Email: timsaundersps@gmail.com




LITTLE BANKSIDE

www.littlebankside.co.uk

Do you need extra space for visiting family & friends?
Self contained studio holiday let for 2 in Bishopstone.

Contact:
Hilary King
littlebankside @gmail.com
01722 780017

Comfortable and cosy self-contained accommodation.
Little Bridge Studio
Bishopstone

Sleeps 3 plus cot.

Large open planned living space with wood burning stove.
Shower room and separate bathroom.
Contact: Alice Lyons - 07811455756

PODDINGTON COTTAGE
A newly refurbished one-bedroom detached annex in Bishopstone available
for short Holiday Let. Well behaved dogs are welcome - maximum of 2
dogs. Fully fitted kitchen, parking for 2 cars, lounge with smart tv, Wi-Fi,
dining area and shower room.

For more information, please contact Sandra on 07939626155 or email:
poddingtoncottage@btinternet.com
A warm welcome awaits.

Charlotte Steel (Dip. Couns. MBACP)
Qualified Counsellor & Complementary Therapist
The Chapel, Church Street, Bowerchalke, SP5 5AY
email: csteeltherapy@gmail.com

Counselling: £55 per hour
www.charlottesteel.org www.counselling-directory.org.uk

Massage
Hot Stone, Aromatherapy & Swedish Massage from £50 an hour
Reflexology £40
Peaceful therapy room with plenty of free parking
Gift Vouchers Available
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'METAL ARTWORK|

BLACKSMITHS &
GENERAL ENGINEERS

01722 781212

www.metal-artwork.co.uk
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\\ / | cover all aspects of
‘!&\_ hairdressing for adults
# v /

} " and children in a lovely

| reloxed salon setting
. near Coombe Bissett

with easy free parking.

=

For enquiries & hoofcings plcusc call:-

07771 625161
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Pregnant?

Looking for evidenced-based childbirth education?
Considering having an extra birth partner?

A doula can...

e Stay with you throughout labour
and birth to help you achieve your
specific choices

e Offer 1:1 breastfeeding and general
feeding support

* Provide help at home for those first
few days and weeks after birth

Doula Cally Edwards offers emotional and physical

support to help you tri 1|*,f e}.’\i(}y' YOUr pregnancy,

birth and early days with your new baby

www.callyedwards.com

@doulacally

Ebble Fencing

* Bespoke Fences and Gates
* Professional Service

» 20+ Years Experience

* Fully Insured

* Free Quotations

07789 707959

www.ebblefencing.com




M.A.B

HEATING

TREE SERVICES | -
call Stuart Larter for a free quote BOI Ier SerVI CI ng

07563 645043 :
01747 871753 & Maintenance

‘gde - Breakdowns - Repairs - Oil - Gas
VI i

& - LPG -
Tree Specialist,

Mark Benfield
01747 828689 or 07974 249287

Fully Qualified and Insured mark@mabheatingservices.co.uk
www.evolvetree.co.uk

GRAYS STONE CARVING
STUDIO

7////7/////
20 YEARS

QTIMIER WINDOWS LTD

Hardwood timber windows & doors
Manufactured in Wiltshire ~ Local family run business

Creating memorials of celebration
and commemoration

Indlwdually designed, hand drawn and carved, (@i {*\ W/ * Windows * Secondary glazing

. indow * Repai wi
using traditional hand tools and techniques. _ s o:::g'h?;::nngdm
Made in collaboration with you. * Conservatories&  « New ironmongery & locks
Orangeries * Replacement glass & units
* Staircases

Unit 2, Knowle Farm, Bowerchalke, Salisbury SP5 5BP
www.grays-stone-carving.co.uk

01722 744477
www.wessextimberwindows.co.uk

Henry M: 07766 464048 Tam M: 07919 258708




Nim Martin Gardening

Garden Maintenance & [)cvclopmcnt

RHS Qualified Gardener (Distinction)
Hourly rate from £26.50

> ad

07713031774 ~ naomi.stafford@me.com ~ Minimum booking: 3 hours

Ben Ridgers-steer
Oil Boiler Servicing
and Repairs

£

07534 262633
Ben_ r s@hotmail.com

SALISBURY
AQUASCAPES

Specialising in the construction
of residential aquatic landscapes

New Build Ponds
Natural Waterfalls & Streams
 Pond Restoration !
Filtration Systems
Fish & Plant Care
Rock Landscaping

=

“Providing our services fo
Dorset, Hampshire, Somerset
and Wiltshire

Ny www.salisburyponds.o;;uk
\4 info@salisburyponds.co.uk

51



Sarsen Roofing

For all your roofing needs

GARDEN MACHINERY W I . .
SERVICING & REPAIR Delvery valobl Family business

Usdlorpdbeyy' No job too big or small

Walk Behind Lawnmowers insured

Ride on Mowers

Strimmers & Brushcutters CALL NICK ON For free quotation contact

Hedge Trimmers

Blowads 07495090101 Sarsen Roofing

Rotavotors & Tillers

Chainsaws
on

e can also supply new machinery
0 you — 01980742200

VILLAGE HALL SPRING FAYRE

SATURDAY 9TH MAY at 10 a.m

Although it may not seem like it, as | write, Springtime is
coming! Our Spring Fayre is taking place on the 9th May. It will
include a plant stall having a wide variety of shrubs, vegetables

and flower plants. Please could you let us have any spare plants
or seedlings that you may have. This provides a dual purpose of
great value plants and generates an interest in gardening as well
as helping the funds of the Village Hall.
This year, could you give any donations to me, or bring them
to the Village Hall on Friday 8th between 2 and 4pm.

Thank you, Norman Barter
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@0 %
2024 Advertisi KSTaB)
vertising rates — based on A5 page s y
Shopsto®
Our magazine is a source of information for all households in the parish and is used by residents as z:handy
directory of local news, events and services. It is delivered free to over 300 households, and also viewable
online at https://www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk/parish-magazine-stab. It is published in 10 x monthly
editions with combined editions for Aug/Sep & Dec/Jan.

Prices below are per annum in bold. There is a significant discount for advertisers who choose to pay for all ten
editions in advance.

Quarter Quarter page

Full page (A5) Half page page Landscape 13x5cm
Portrait

13x19cm 13x9.5cm 6.5x9.5cm

£120 per annum £75 per annum £40 per £40 per annum
annum

One off/occasional advertisements will cost slightly more per issue as follows:

Full Page: £15.00 per issue Half Page: £9.00 per issue Quarter Page: £5.00 per issue

How to place your ad in STaB

1. Make a .pdf, .jpeg, or Word file of your ad, making sure it is the correct size for publication (see table of sizes and
prices above) and that it will reproduce well in black and white. We cannot design or make advertisements for you.

2. E-mail the file to Rob Pendlenton (stabads@outlook.com), stating which of the above sizes you would like.

3. The deadline for publication is the 20th of each month. Please send ad as early as possible as the e-mails will not
be checked daily. If you do not send a new ad by this date, we will use the most up to date version we have.

4. When you have placed your order, you will receive an invoice with details of payment by cheque or bank transfer.
Please pay within 14 days and make sure you include your reference number and business name.
Donations are also always welcome.

5. The Editor reserves the right to edit all contributions.

How to pay:

Cheques: Please write your invoice number on the | Bank transfer: Please use your hame & invoice number for
back reference

Payable to: Bishopstone Parochial Church Council | Bank: Lloyds TSB

Send to:The Treasurer, Ebble Cottage, Mill Lane, Sort Code: 30-97-41

Bishopstone , SP5 458G Account Number: 00665145

Account Name: PCC Bishopstone Church

Terms — payment within 14 days

Queries:
Rob Pendlenton, STaB Advertising: Email: stabads@outlook.com
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BISHOPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors

Telephone

Ali Thorne (Chairman)

Piers Edwards (Vice Chairman)
Norman Barter

Wendy Prior

Michael Pratt

07768 514133
01722 780079
01722 780471
07873306940
07798 607742

Parish Clerk

Graham Hill

Corn Pitt House,
Flamstone Street,
Bishopstone,
Salisbury, SP5 4BZ

07745 932706
clerk@bishopstone-pc.gov.uk

Further information is on the village website: www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk

THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chairman - Norman Barter
Treasurer - Francis Taylor
Secretary - Sue Grantham
Entertainments - Sue Taylor
Event bookings - Caroline Ash
Hall bookings - Margaret Barter
Hall maintenance - Nigel Peasley
Member - Andy Stocker

780471
780316
07873 596310
780316
781044
780471
07761 463737
780956

The Village Hall is an important resource and offers a venue for a wide variety of events for the
benefit of all. The Hall is supported by a large group of dedicated local people in addition to the
Committee. We hope you will support events whenever you can and if you would like to join the
wider group of Friends of the Village Hall then please contact any member of the committee.

FLOOD WARDENS

West - Nigel Peasley

07761 463737

East - Michael Pratt

07798 607742

Emergency Planning - Piers Edwards

07920 475009



mailto:clerk@bishopstone-pc.gov.uk

(‘% Services in the Chalke Valley Benefice: May 2026 67:}
Q BCP = Book of Common Prayer (Traditional Language), CW = Common Worship (Contemporary Language) 6
9.30am| Holy Communion (BCP) Berwick St John Ruth H-S
3 May 9.30am| Paris_h Communion (CW) Britford Jt_anny Taylo_r
5t Sunday 11.00am Mor_nlng Prayer (BCP) Ebbesbour_ne Wake Biddy Trahair
of Easter 11.00am| Parish Communion (CW) Coombe Bissett Ruth H-S
11.00am| Family Service Odstock Adrian Taylor
11.00am| Morning Service Bishopstone Sally Leaver
9.30am| Parish Communion (CW) Bowerchalke Kate Woolven
9.30am| Morning Prayer (BCP) Charlton All Saints Ruth H-S
thlo May 10.30am| Worship Together Broad Chalke Hub Janet Roe
6" Sunday 11.00am| Family Communion (CW Nunton Ruth H-S
of Easter 11.00am| Parish Communion (CW) Homington Alison Waterhouse
11.00am| All Age Service Alvediston Biddy Trahair
3.00pm| Evening Prayer (BCP) Fifield Bavant Biddy Trahair
3.00pm| Rogation ‘Service’ Knowle Farm Kate Woolven
14 May
ASCENSION 8.00am| Benefice Communion (CW) |Fifield Bavant Maggie Metcalfe
DAY
9.30am| Parish Communion (CW) Bishopstone Ruth H-S
17 May 9.30am| Parish Communion (CW) Odstock Maggie Metcalfe
Sunday 11.00am| Family Communion (CW) Ebbesbourne Wake Maggie Metcalfe

after Ascension 11.00am| Parish Communion (CW) Berwick St John Ruth H-S
4.00pm| Sunday Praise Coombe Bissett Lay Led
4.00pm| Sunday Praise Bowerchalke Kate Woolven
9.30am| Parish Communion (CW) Broad Chalke Ruth H-S
9.30am| Parish Communion (CW) Charlton All Saints Maggie Metcalfe
24 May 11.00am| Parish Communion + APCM | Bishopstone Ruth H-S
PENTECOST 11.00am| Holy Communion (BCP) Alvediston Tony Monds
11.00am| Morning Prayer (BCP) Berwick St John Lay Led
11.00am| Family Service Nunton Adrian Taylor
6.00pm| Evening Prayer Homington Ruth H-S
31 May
TRINITY 10.00am| Benefice Communion (CW) | Odstock Ruth H-S
SUNDAY
9.30am| Holy Communion (BCP) Berwick St John Alison Waterhouse
7 June 9.30am Farr_]ily Commun.ion (CW) Brpad Chalke Kate Woolven
15t Sunday 9.30am Parls_h Communion (CW) Britford R_uth H-S _
after Trinity 11.00am| Morning Prayer (BCP) Ebbesbourne Wake Biddy Trahair
11.00am| Parish Communion (CW) Coombe Bissett Ruth H-S
11.00am| Family Service Odstock Adrian Taylor

Ministry Team:

Team Rector ~ The Revd Dr Ruth Howlett-Shipley: 01722 697022

Team Vicar ~ The Revd Alison Waterhouse: 07904 034221 / 01722 697404

Associate Priests ~ The Revd Maggie Metcalfe: 01722 325825, The Revd Kate Woolven: 07754 582395
Team Administrator ~ Mrs Emily Broomhead: 07890 262376

Assisting Clergy: The Revd Canons: Anthony Hawley 01794 390607, Tony Monds 07808 614597, Jenny Taylor: 01722 503081

Lay Worship Leaders:

Angela Bridges: 01747 828383, Yvonne & Kevin Follett: 01747 897457, Caroline Lamb: 01722 780789,

Sally Leaver: 01722 780447, Don Morgan: 01722 718557, Adrian Taylor: 01722 325862,Janet Roe: 01725 519242,

Biddy Trahair: 01722 780666, Rhoddy Voremberg: 07785 304142, James Wardroper: 01722 718152

restoration.

to make a donation.
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There is now a dedicated page for the Church
Restoration project on the Village Website. Go to:

www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk/bishopstone-church-

This page contains the latest news on events and goods
you can purchase in aid of the restoration fund and how




